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Round 12 
1. The majority of the population of this state lives in its northernmost county, near its border with 
Pennsylvania and Maryland.  That county, New Castle, contains this state’s largest city, whose 
Corporation Trust Center is the “registered agent” for over 200,000 businesses.  That city, in this 
state, Wilmington, (*) is also the headquarters for chemical company DuPont, which built its first factory 
on that city’s Brandywine River.  For 10 points, name this Mid-Atlantic state, which was the first to sign the 
Constitution, and has its capital at Dover.   
 
Delaware 
 
2. This novel’s setting is a poor neighborhood in Chicago, and the protagonist, Esperanza, 
describes how the family came to end up in the title location.  The author of this novel relied less 
on a single narrative, but rather a series of vignettes {VINN-YETS} about Esperanza, her family 
and friends.  In this novel Esperanza befriends Lucy and Rachel, who live across the street, but 
her friendship with Sally is tested when she abandons Esperanza at a carnival, (*) where she is 
assaulted by a stranger.  For 10 points, name this coming of age novel about the title location by Sandra 
Cisneros. 
 
House on Mango Street 
 
3. This group was part of a billion dollar bailout in 2018 due to financial hardship from an ongoing 
trade war between China and the United States.  This group consists of about two percent of 
America’s population, and China purchases about 60% of the soybean crop from this group.  The 
Populist Party formed in Omaha in 1890 to represent the interests of this group (*) politically, and a 
namesake “Bureau” was created in 1920 to represent the interests of this group after the dissolution of 
the Populists.  For 10 points, name this group which plants and harvests crops in America. 
 
Farmer(s) 
 
4. Japan supposedly has the longest recorded history of these phenomena, but devastating 
versions of these have hit areas of Europe and Northwest Asia as well.  One of these phenomena 
hit Lisbon, Portugal in 1755, killing thousands, while another of these hit Alaska on Good Friday, 
1964. (*)  One of the most devastating examples of these phenomena hit island nations around the Indian 
Ocean on Boxing Day, 2004.  For 10 points, name these powerful waves, a recent one of which hit the 
island of Sulawesi in Indonesia in September, 2018. 
 
Tsunamis (accept “tidal wave” or “seismic sea wave”) 
 
 
 



 
5. This entity has almost completed its “Phase Three” which began with the release of a 2016 
movie, which saw two protagonists from this entity battle each other.  That film, subtitled “Civil 
War,” saw the character of Steve Rogers (*) rescue his friend, Bucky Barnes, who has been turned into 
the “Winter Soldier.”  The first film of this entity was 2008’s Iron Man, and the most recently released film 
was 2018’s Ant-Man and the Wasp.  For 10 points, name this comic book company’s film series that 
features a cameo from artist Stan Lee in every film. 
 
Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) (accept “Marvel movies”) 
 
6. The first church of this religious movement was incorporated in Camden, New Jersey, and the 
founder of this religious movement went bankrupt a year after publishing its most influential text. 
Adherents of this religion use an “E-meter,” and “auditing” is a practice of removing painful 
feelings and actions (*) from a “pre-clear” individual in this faith.  This religion engaged in “Operation 
Snow White” in the 1970’s to purge unfavorable information about its controversial founder.  For 10 
points, name this religious movement, founded by L. Ron Hubbard, which uses the text Dianetics. 
 
Scientology 
 
7. This composition was subtitled “Pictures of Pagan Russia in Two Parts,” and its original ballet 
choreography was created by Vaslav Nijinsky, but was lost due to the controversy surrounding it. 
This composition opens with a bassoon melody that was inspired by Lithuanian folk songs, and 
controversially ends with a ballerina “dancing herself to death.” (*)  The avant-garde nature of this 
work supposedly led to riots at its Paris premiere, and its first movement features an old woman who 
foretells the future.  For 10 points, name this ballet, about the title season, by Igor Stravinsky. 
 
Rite of Spring 
 
8. This Indian city began as a trading post on the Hooghly {HOO-LEE} River in West Bengal, and 
much of city’s outer regions are reclaimed wetlands.  This Indian city contains a large park called 
Maidan {MYE-DAWN} in its city center, and the former British base of Fort William is located on 
this city’s west side.  This Indian city served as the capital of the British raj {RAWZJ} until 1911, 
when it was moved to New Delhi. (*)  For 10 points, name this city, located in Eastern India, which has 
been dubbed “the City of Joy,” and is considered the “cultural capital” of the nation. 
 
Kolkata (accept “Calcutta”) 
 
9. When this novel begins, the protagonist is heading to the Victory Mansions on his lunch break 
while the Party propaganda is promoting the “Ninth Three Year Plan.”  The protagonist worked at 
the Ministry of Truth, (*) where he excised portions of history from various documents, and he regularly 
eats lunch by Syme, {SEE-MEE} who is compiling an updated dictionary of Newspeak.  That protagonist 
eventually begins an illicit relationship with Julia, a fellow Party member.  For 10 points, name this novel, 
in which Winston Smith resists “Big Brother,” written by George Orwell.  
 
1984 
 
 
 



10. During a succession crisis in 1924, Leon Trotsky proclaimed that “in the last analysis, this is 
always right,” and this entity was created in 1912 by the Second International in Russia.  This 
entity was the only ruling party in its founding nation between 1918 and 1990, and its youth wing 
was known as “the Young Pioneers.” (*)  This organization was banned by Russian leader Boris 
Yeltsin in the 1990’s, but has since returned in a different form in modern Russia.  For 10 points, name 
this organization founded by Vladimir Lenin, which controlled the Soviet Union for over 70 years.  
 
Communist Party (accept “Bolsheviks”) 
 
11. This scientific scale was introduced in 1971, and its founders retroactively applied the scale to 
weather events dating back to 1880.  This scientific scale is used in most areas of the world, 
except Great Britain, and an “Enhanced” version of this scale was created in 2007.  That 
“Enhanced” version more accurately ties wind speeds (*) to the severity of damage caused by a 
certain type of weather event.  For 10 points, name this type of scientific scale, which measures the 
severity of tornadoes on a 0-5 scale.  
 
Enhanced Fujita Scale 
 
12. Description acceptable.  The revelation regarding this individual came with the publication of 
Bob Woodward’s Fear: Trump in the White House, which the President decried as “fiction.” 
Trump has considered “lie-detector tests” to try and figure who this individual is, which has been 
denied by numerous members of his Administration. (*)  President Trump demanded that the New 
York Times reveal its source and therefore this individual, which it refused.  For 10 points, name this 
individual, speculation of which has centered around Jon Huntsman, who was Woodward’s main source 
for the book. 
 
White House “Leaker” (accept obvious equivalents involving whoever was Woodward’s “unnamed” or 
“anonymous” source for the book) 
  
13. This numerical sequence may have emerged out of an ancient poetry pattern, but its 
namesake was a mathematician from Pisa.  Johannes Kepler outlined this numerical sequence 
independently of its namesake, and these numbers are closely related to Lucas numbers and the 
“golden ratio.” (*)  These types of numbers appear in biological settings like the branching of trees, and 
the flowering of an artichoke, although its early usage was in the population of rabbits.  For 10 points, 
name these numbers, characterized by the fact that every number after the first two is the sum of the two 
preceding ones.  
 
Fibonacci sequence or numbers 
 
14. This U.S state was the first to renounce its allegiance to the British in 1776, although John 
Quincy Adams pointed out, it “neglected to supply funds” to fund the Revolutionary War effort. 
This state was the only one to reject Robert Morris’ attempt at passing an import duty in 1781, and 
this state did not send a representative to Philadelphia for the 1787 Convention. (*) As such, this 
state became the last of the original Thirteen Colonies to ratify the new Constitution and only after a 
threatened trade embargo.  For 10 points,  name this state, the smallest state in the U.S. with capital at 
Providence. 
 
Rhode Island 



 
 
 
15. The symbol most often used to denote this scientific entity is the lowercase Greek symbol rho, 
and the reciprocal of this entity is “specific volume.”  In a pure substance, this entity has the 
same numerical value as its mass concentration, (*) and osmium and iridium demonstrate the 
extreme nature of this entity at standard conditions.  This can be loosely defined as weight per unit 
volume, as the fuel industry does, and it can also be demonstrated by an iceberg floating on water.  For 
10 points, give this term for a substance, that is defined as “mass divided by volume.” 
 
Density  
 
16. Marguerite Henry created a series of books about these animals who live on islands in the 
Chesapeake Bay region.  Anna Sewell wrote an “autobiography,” about one of these animals 
named “Black Beauty,” while Laura Hillenbrand wrote a nonfiction tale about one of these animals 
named “Seabiscuit.”(*)  Enid Bagnold wrote a book about one of these animals called National Velvet, 
while Nicholas Evans wrote a story about a “Whisperer” of these animals.  For 10 points, name these 
four-legged animals which are an integral part of the “Heartland” series of books about Amy Fleming.  
 
Horse(s) 
 
17. This mythological hero’s name may literally mean, “to ravage and destroy,” but historians are 
unsure.  This hero grew up in Argos, and was the son of Zeus and Danae {DUH-NAY}, but was 
raised by the fisherman Dictys {DICT- EES} (*) after being abandoned by his grandmother.  This hero 
was instructed to find the Hesperides {HESS-PAIR-UH-DEES} so that he could get weapons to fight a 
Gorgon.  He received a knapsack, a sword, a cap of invisibility, winged sandals and a polished shield. 
For 10 points, name this hero, who used the sword to cut off the head of Medusa. 
 
Perseus  
 
18. The head of the Art Institute of Chicago who bought this painting, Daniel C. Rich, was also 
interested in Gas, which was painted by the same author as this painting.  Banksy parodied this 
painting, by showing a man in the aftermath of having broken the glass window that frames the 
right and center portions of the work. (*) The signage above that window says “PHILLIES CIGARS 5
￠,” and there are four people located inside the restaurant.  For 10 points, name this 1942 painting, 
which shows the four individuals at a late-night diner on a seemingly deserted street. 
 
Nighthawks 
 
19. This European nation’s southern border contains the Rhodope {ROE-DOE-PAY} Mountains, 
and it borders the historical Greek region of Thrace.  This nation, along with Greece, are the only 
nations to border the European portion of Turkey.  This nation’s capital lies in its western portion 
along the Iskar River, which is located completely within this nation, before flowing into the 
Danube. (*) This nation’s major port city, Varna, is located along the Black Sea.  For 10 points, name this 
Eastern European nation with its capital at Sofia. 
 
Bulgaria 
 



 
 
 
20. A fourth of these laws is listed in the bibliography of the scientific paper in which it was first 
published, and states that forces obey the principle of superposition.  The Third Law of these 
states that “any time a force acts from one object to another, (*) there is an equal force acting back 
on that original object.  The First Law of these states that in a frame of reference, an object either remains 
at rest or moves at a constant velocity, unless acted upon by a force.  For 10 points, give the collective 
name for these laws that explain classical mechanics and are named for an influential English scientist. 
 
Newton 3 Laws of Motion (prompt on partial answer; these were compiled in Principia Mathematica) 
 
21. Political consultant Thomas Hofeller was called the “Michelangelo” of this political tactic, 
where in North Carolina, he used it to help politicians change the state’s electoral districts to 
predominantly Republican. The use of this tactic in Pennsylvania is currently being pursued in 
court since the state’s districts have been changed to majority Republican, (*) and the namesake of 
this tactic used it while he was governor of Massachusetts.  For 10 points, name this political tactic in 
which an electoral district is drawn in a way to benefit a certain interest or political party  
 
Gerrymandering 
 
22. This novel’s protagonist is an American serving as an officer in Italy during World War I, 
coordinating ambulance drivers between hospitals and the front lines.  That protagonist of this 
novel falls in love with nurse Catherine Barkley, (*) who gets pregnant, and flees with the protagonist 
after he abandons the Italian Army after the Battle of Caporetto.  The protagonist and Catherine flee to 
Switzerland at the end of this novel, where Catherine dies, along with her baby, in childbirth.  For 10 
points, name this novel about Lieutenant Frederic Henry during World War I, written by Ernest 
Hemingway.  
 
A Farewell to Arms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Bonuses 
 
1. This island group was attacked in 1942, supposedly, as a diversion for an attack further south.  For 10 
points each… 
(10) Name this volcanic island group, which extends southwest from the Alaskan mainland into the North 
Pacific Ocean 
ANSWER: Aleutian(s) Islands 
(10) The attack on the Aleutians was intended as a diversion from this attack on a namesake island in the 
Pacific Ocean, that proved to be the turning point of the war. 
ANSWER: Midway Island (accept “Battle of Midway”; many historians believe today that the attack was 
not diversionary in nature) 
(10) The Japanese launched a final “banzai charge” on this island in the Aleutians during the campaign, 
which ended with a Japanese retreat in 1943. 
ANSWER: Attu {said: AH-TOO} (the Japanese lost at Attu, but they abandoned “Kiska”; if they give 
Kiska, give it to them anyway)  
 
2. Answer some questions about two paintings named Descent from the Cross.  For 10 points each… 
(10) This Flemish Baroque painter painted Descent from the Cross as part of a triptych in Antwerp that 
also contained The Elevation of the Cross. 
ANSWER: Peter Paul Rubens 
(10) Fellow Flemish painter Rogier van der Weyden {ROE-ZHAIR--VAN-DURR-VAY-DUNN} painted The 
Descent from the Cross as a triptych as well, although his painting is located in this museum in Madrid. 
ANSWER: Museo del Prado  
(10) Three other versions of The Descent from the Cross were created by various artists and are located 
in this Tuscan city in Italy. 
ANSWER: Florence  
 
3. Answer some questions about a certain literary character who has been portrayed in numerous artistic 
works.  For 10 points each… 
(10) Name this character who sells his soul to Mephistopheles {MEF-IH-STOFF-UH-LEES} in order to 
gain power and knowledge. 
ANSWER: Faust (accept “Doctor Faustus”) 
(10) One of the earliest portrayals of Faust was by this English playwright, a contemporary of 
Shakespeare’s, who wrote A Tragical History of the Life and Death of Doctor Faustus. 
ANSWER: Christopher “Kit” Marlowe 
(10) This German author wrote a tragic 2-part play about Faust, that is considered one of the greatest 
works of German literature. 
ANSWER: Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
4. This Roman goddess was rarely depicted in her human form, and usually depicted with the symbol of 
fire.  For 10 points each… 
(10) Name this Roman goddess who was the goddess of the hearth, home, and family. 
ANSWER: Vesta 
(10) Only these women could enter her temple.  They were priestesses who tended the fires in the 
College of Vesta. 
ANSWER: Vestal Virgins (prompt on partial answer) 
(10) The Vestal cult continued in Rome until 391 CE, when this emperor ended it. This Christian emperor 
was the last Roman emperor to rule over both eastern and western halves of the Roman Empire. 
ANSWER: Theodosius I (the Great) 
 
5. This set of objects were first catalogued by the namesake French astronomer in 1771.  For 10 points 
each… 
(10) Name these astronomical objects that now number 110 and include various clusters, nebulae, and 
galaxies. 
ANSWER: Messier objects {said: MESS-EE-AY} 
(10) Classified as “M31,” this spiral galaxy is the nearest to the Milky Way, and derives its name from the 
location of the sky where it is seen. 
ANSWER: Andromeda Galaxy 
(10) Classified as “M1,” this supernova remnant is named for its supposed shape, and is located in the 
constellation of Taurus. 
ANSWER: Crab Nebula (prompt on partial answer) 
 
6. A recent study states that over 250 people have died performing this action since 2011.  For 10 points 
each… 
(10) Name this action in which someone uses a phone to take a picture, sometimes doing stupid stuff. 
ANSWER: “Selfies” 
(10) The majority of the deaths are men, and THREE countries have the most deaths from selfies, 
besides the U.S.  Give any ONE ANSWER: 
ANSWER: India OR Russia OR Pakistan 
(10) In a recent incident, a man in this National Park in California fell to his death while trying to take a 
selfie. 
ANSWER: Yosemite National Park  
 
7. Many of the early settlers to this U.S. state were plantation owners.  For 10 points each… 
(10) Name this southeastern U.S. state whose early settlers created Charles Town where the Cooper and 
Ashley Rivers meet. 
ANSWER: South Carolina 
(10) Many of the early settlers came from this Caribbean island, with its capital of Bridgetown.  Many of 
these planters had grown sugar and rice on this island. 
ANSWER: Barbados 
(10) While rice was grown in the coastal regions of South Carolina, this crop was grown elsewhere in the 
state.  This plant is used commercially as a blue dye. 
ANSWER: Indigo 



 
 
 
8. Answer some more questions about geometry and angles.  For 10 points each… 
(10) This type of angle is any angle that is greater than 90 degrees but less than 180 degrees. 
ANSWER: Obtuse angle 
(10) This type of angle is any angle greater than 180 degrees but less than 360 degrees. 
ANSWER: Reflex angle 
(10) Angles are typically measured using this device, that has a curved top and a flat bottom and labeled 
marks for “degrees.” 
ANSWER: Protractors  
 
9. The origin of this eponym was an English land agent in Ireland.  For 10 points each… 
(10) Give this term, which today means “to refuse to engage in commercial or social relations with a 
person or group in protest,” and derived from the name of the English land agent. 
ANSWER: Boycott (from “Charles Boycott”) 
(10) During the Civil Rights Era, a famous boycott took place in this Alabama city, after a woman named 
Rosa Parks was arrested for refusing to give up her seat to a white man. 
ANSWER: Montgomery Bus Boycott 
(10) If a nation enacts a “boycott” between itself and another nation or nations, it is typically referred to by 
this term. 
ANSWER: Sanction(s)  
 
10. This book was so controversial at its release that its author was tried for obscenity.  For 10 points 
each… 
(10) Name this novel by Gustave Flaubert {FLOW-BEAR} about the titular woman’s affairs with two very 
different men in 19th century France. 
ANSWER: Madame Bovary 
(10) Charles Bovary, Emma Bovary’s husband, works at this profession, a job shared by Yuri Zhivago 
{ZHIH-VAH-GO} in a Boris Pasternak novel. 
ANSWER: Doctor 
(10) Madame Bovary is set in Yonville, a fictional town located in this real-life region of northern France, 
which was the location of the D-Day invasion of 1944. 
ANSWER: Normandy, France (prompt if only “France” is given) 
 
11. This terror organization used incendiary kites and balloons, which they launched into Israel in June, 
2018.  For 10 points each… 
(10) Name this organization, which has governed the Gaza Strip unofficially since 2007. 
ANSWER: Hamas 
(10) Hamas signed a July, 2018 cease-fire with Israel, and negotiations have begun with this 
Scandinavian nation as mediator to try and arrange a prisoner exchange between the two groups. 
ANSWER: Norway 
(10) Hamas was part of this umbrella organization which was created in Egypt in 1928, but is now listed 
as a terror organization in many Middle Eastern countries. 
ANSWER: Muslim Brotherhood 
 
 
 



 
 
12. This religion emerged out of the Middle East in the 19th century, and is syncretic with a number of 
other faiths.  For 10 points each… 
(10) Name this religion, with headquarters in Haifa, Israel, which teaches that all religions have essential 
worth. 
ANSWER: Baha’i faith {said: BAH-HAH-EE} 
(10) In this Baha’i ceremony, silver must be gifted prior to this ceremony, and the participants must recite 
the phrase, “We will all, verily, abide by the Will of God.” 
ANSWER: Marriage or Wedding 
(10) The Bab, the founder of the Baha’i faith, was imprisoned and executed in the city of Tabriz, located in 
this Middle Eastern nation, once known as “Persia.” 
ANSWER: Iran 
 
13. For this bonus, you will answer some questions about the term “meniscus.”  For 10 points each… 
(10) Meniscus is the term for thin, fibrous cartilage between the surface of this joint, located in the leg.  It 
can be torn with “twisting” type injuries. 
ANSWER: Knee 
(10) In physics, meniscus is the curved upper surface of this in a tube, usually caused by surface tension. 
ANSWER: Liquid 
(10) In optics, meniscus refers to a convex or concave one of these, with one outward-curved face and 
one inward-curved face. 
ANSWER: Lens 
 
14. Answer some questions about the Nile River.  For 10 points each… 
(10) The Nile’s beginning is still unclear but it flows out of this large African Great Lake that is the second 
largest in the world behind Lake Superior. 
ANSWER: Lake Victoria 
(10) The two branches of the Nile, the White and Blue, meet in this city, the capital of Sudan. 
ANSWER: Khartoum 
(10) Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel Nasser {NASS-UR} authorized construction of this dam in southern 
Egypt to control flooding of the river and provide hydroelectric power. 
ANSWER: Aswan High Dam 
 
15. This bonus is about U.S. election interference, not involving Mother Russia.  For 10 points each… 
(10) President Trump accused this nation of interfering with the 2018 U.S midterm elections as retaliation 
for the ongoing trade war between the two nations.  
ANSWER: China 
(10) During the 1796 Election, this European nation was accused of meddling in the American electoral 
process.  This nation was angry about the Jay Treaty and wanted Thomas Jefferson to win. 
ANSWER: France 
(10) While this doesn’t involve foreign powers, a theory exists that the 1960 Election results for John F. 
Kennedy in this Midwestern state were altered by various Democratic operatives. 
ANSWER: Illinois (nothing was ever officially proven)  
 
 
 
 



 
16. This building’s unique design was due to the fact that it was built at the intersection of three New York 
City streets.  For 10 points each… 
(10) Name this unique triangular building located on Fifth Avenue in Manhattan, whose name derives 
from its unique shape. 
ANSWER: Flatiron Building (accept “Fuller Building”) 
(10) This photographer took a famous picture of the Flatiron Building surrounded by trees and snow in 
1903.  This photographer’s other work includes Steerage. 
ANSWER: Alfred Stieglitz 
(10) Artists from this New York City based “school” painted numerous works featuring their interpretations 
of the Flatiron Building.  Painters from this school included Robert Henri, George Luks, and John Sloan. 
ANSWER: Ashcan School 
 
17. The “Lord of the Rings” series began with The Hobbit in 1937.  For 10 points each… 
(10) Name this English author who wrote the three books of the “Lord of the Rings” series, along with The 
Hobbit. 
ANSWER: John Ronald Reuel (J.R.R.) Tolkien 
(10) In this first installment of the “Lord of the Rings” series, Frodo Baggins is pursued by the Nazgul, 
reaches Rivendell, and nominates himself to carry the one ring through Mordor.  
ANSWER: The Fellowship of the Ring 
(10) This character is the previous bearer of the One Ring, which he stole from Smeagol. He was hired as 
a thief by Gandalf and 13 dwarves to steal the Arkenstone back from Smaug. 
ANSWER: Bilbo Baggins (prompt on “Baggins” alone) 
 
18. At its most basic definition, this is the study of the flow of gases around solid objects.  For 10 points 
each… 
(10) Give the name for the motion of air, and important to the development of airplanes. 
ANSWER: Aerodynamics 
(10) Scientists often use these devices for experimentation in aerodynamics since the “tube-like” shape of 
the device can simulate a real-world situation. 
ANSWER: Wind-Tunnel Experimentation 
(10) Much work in aerodynamics focuses around this pattern of fluid motion that sees chaotic changes in 
pressure and flow velocity.  On an airplane, this usually activates the “seat-belt” sign. 
ANSWER: Turbulence (prompt on “rough weather”)  
 
19. Answer some questions about a heavily disputed body of water in Asia.  For 10 points each… 
(10) Name this body of water that lies between the Philippines and China and is disputed between a 
number of nations in the area. 
ANSWER: South China Sea 
(10) China is using this method to gain more military power in the region.  Description acceptable. 
ANSWER: They are building islands for military bases (accept obvious equivalents of taking “islands” 
and building them up into “military bases”) 
(10) The Paracel Islands have been disputed between China and this nation, which is located south of 
China and once fought the U.S. in an extended war. 
ANSWER: Vietnam 
 
 
 



20. This African nation saw a terrorist attack just a week before a May referendum to decide on whether 
to extend its president’s term of office.  For 10 points each… 
(10) Name this Central African nation, located south of Rwanda, with its capital at Bujumbura 
{BOO-JUM-BOORAH}. 
ANSWER: Burundi 
(10) Like Rwanda, Burundi’s two predominant ethnic groups are these two tribal groups, which have 
fought each other for control for many years. 
ANSWER: Hutu AND Tutsi (prompt on partial answer) 
(10) Both Rwanda and Burundi were controlled by this European nation from the 1880’s until 1916, when 
Belgium seized the territories during World War I.  This nation had invaded Belgium in 1914. 
ANSWER: Germany  
 
 


